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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ. D•rector ot Information and Pubhca!tons (:'17) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 6, 1985 
Local, Area 
CHARLESTON, IL--The Eastern Illinois University Foundation and its programs 
of assistance to students and faculty could be harmed by passage of the administ-
ration's tax reform plan, warned Dr. Stanley Rives, Eastern's president. 
One provisionofthe plan would repeal the charitable contribution deduction 
for taxpayers who don't itemize. Rives said tax incentives "certainly are not the 
main reasons donors give, but it does have an impact on the amounts donated." 
Based on the projection of a 17 percent decrease in giving by 
Dr. Lawrence Lindsey of Harvard University, it is estimated that gifts to the EIU 
Foundation would be reduced by $75,000-$80,000 in 1986. This in turn, would have 
a domino effect on services provided by the Foundation, Rives said. 
Another provision would substantially raise the cost of giving for donors of 
large gifts. This item, Rives said, "would be potentially harmful to our Tenth 
Decade Campaign designed to raise $5,000,000 in private support for the University 
in five years. This could be particularly distressing since we have just started 
two major capital giving projects." 
Rives said he was "deeply concerned" about the possible effects the tax 
reform package would have on higher education. He urged concerned supporters of 
higher education to contact federal officials regarding the tax reform plan. "The 
wisest and best investment a society can make toward its continued viability," said 
Rives, "is an investment in the development of its human resources through education. 
No society can prevail--economically or politically--unless it is willing to make a 
significant commitment to the education of its young people." 
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